KINGSTON GRAMMAR SCHOOL VETERANS BOAT CLUB – WATER SAFETY CODE JUNE 2001 (AMENDED AUGUST 2011)

1. ALL MEMBERS SHOULD BE FAMILIAR WITH THE BRITISH ROWING WATER SAFETY CODE (ROW SAFE) WHICH IS MANDATORY.-It is everyone’s  responsibility to ensure that all participants adhere to the code, copy of which can be found on the British Rowing Web Site www.britishrowing.org 
A) All coxes must wear life jackets

B) All boats must be checked for safety before going out.

C) It must be the final responsibility of coxes and bow steerspeople to decide whether it is safe to proceed/continue with an outing ( even if under 4 (A) below the water safety members have made an initial positive decision )
D) In the event of a capsize during an outing it is strongly suggested that crews stay with the boat, listen to the instructions of the cox or bow steersperson  and DO NOT attempt to swim for the banks.

       2..  NAVIGATION – POINTS FOR CAUTION AND OF DANGER

      A)  Boats leaving and approaching the club landing stage.

       B)  The bridges at Hampton Court and Kingston (2)

       C)   The Maid Boat bend and moorings.

       D)   The other rowing/skiffing/sailing  clubs on the reach

                   E)    Pleasure/ferry boats (especially the landing stages at Hampton Court and 

                          Kingston rail bridge.

                    F)   Ravens Ait and the narrowing river opposite Kingston RC/Stevens                                                          

                           Ait.
G) The weirs at Molesey and Teddington

         3.   NOTE- ALL SECTIONS OF OUR REACH ARE OPEN TO TWO WAY   

              TRAFFIC  AND THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONS APPLY TO KGSVBC
A) Ravens  Ait will be treated as a one-way system BUT NOT

NECESSARILY BY OTHER RIVER USERS.

B) Any manoeuvring /turning should be done WELL CLEAR of bridges,

and other river obstructions, giving right of way to other boats 

proceeding  up or downstream.

C) Keep to the right of the river and never cross the centre line except when 

manoeuvring. (see E) above.)                                                                                                                

D) Emergency landing stages can be found at Kingston RC, Walbrook RC 

and  Lensbury . NOTE we do not have the RIGHT to use them.

E) It is the responsibility of, particularly, coxes and steerspeople  to be  
aware of any temporary navigation hazards (bridgeworks , dredging etc)

on the reach, checking as appropriate with the Environment Agency/lock-keepers.

4. ROWING IN DARKNESS CAN BE DANGEROUS. UNACCOMPANIED OUTINGS ARE VIEWED AS UNWISE BUT THE INDIVIDUAL IS EXPECTED TO HAVE CARRIED OUT HIS/HER RISK ASSESSMENT . 1.c)  ABOVE PARTICULARLY APPLIES.

A) WHITE LIGHTS must be displayed on bow and stern to give 360
degree visibility (NO coloured or flashing lights are permitted)

B) Lighting up times are published in the press, our web site or the

Environment Agency  web site and at locks.

C) If a light fails  during an outing fix or return directly to the club

taking particular care of other vessels.
5. WHEN THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY DISPLAYS RED BOARDS AT  TEDDINGTON AND MOLESEY LOCKS  THE FOLLOWING RULES SHALL APPLY TO ALL MEMBERS AND THEIR GUESTS .

A) Before any member/guest may boat, permission must be obtained from any two of the Water Safety Committee present.. Before they give such permission, they must be in agreement in respect of their evaluation of water conditions and take into account the experience those wishing to boat.. Such permission will be noted in the log  and shall only apply to those crews to whom it is given and for that specific outing. ( 1.C)  above still applies)
B) The Water Safety Log in the boathouse  should be used for all outings  and the peg board  used to show who is on the water and in which boats.

C) When giving  permission, Water Safety  Officers should clearly   indicate which parts of the reach can be used.

D) In the hours of darkness, only crews/individuals who are highly experienced will be allowed to boat when Red Boards are in force.
NOTE AGAIN THAT THIS CODE IS MANDATORY  FOR MEMBERS/GUESTS WITH NO EXCEPTION  AND FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE CLUB AND BRITISH ROWING SAFETY CODES MAY PREJUDICE THE CLUB/MEMBERS’ ABILITY TO CLAIM UNDER INSURANCE  IN THE CASE OF DAMAGE OR PERSONAL INJURY.  IT MIGHT ALSO FORCE THE CLUB’S OFFICIALS TO TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT THE CLUB’S INTERESTS             

